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A  radio  talk  'by  Mrs.  Ola  Powell  Maicoln,  field  ager]|b,,  in  i 

demonstration  v/ork  for  the  Southern  States,  O’.  S.,  Departmeb^  of '"’Agriculture , 

Washington,  D,  0.  delivered  from  the  Washington  studios  ofl  the  National - -  _ 

Broadcasting  Conpany  and  through  3S  other  stations  assoc iateT''wrfn~t'he 
National  Broadcasting  Company,  Saturday,  Hovemher  9,  1929. 


Farm  women  and  girls  have  "been  keenly  interested  in  developing  farm 
home  resources  that  haVe  assisted  them  in  improving  and  "beautifying  their 
homes.  This  has  “been  true  ever  since  the  ‘beginning  of  the  work  in  Akin  Co., 

S,  C.,  1910.  In  fact,  the  first  organized  cluh  was  one  of  45 'girls  vdiose 
success  in  gardening  and  canning  led  to  the  employment  of  the  first  woman 
ever  engaged  hjr  the  U.  S.  Dept,>  of -Agriculture  as  a  field  agent.  The  services 
of  home  demonstration  agents  have  ’become  so  much  in  demand  that  there  are 
now  employed  895  women  agents  who  are  kept  Busy  with  organizing  and  developing 
this  work  in  12  of  the  Southern  States.  More  than  150,000  girls  and  135,000 
women  working  under  the  guidance  of  these  agents  are. carrying  on  activities 
,in  every  phase  of  home,  making.  Last  year  a’bout  a  million  women  and  girls 
reported  one  or  more  improvements  m.ade  in  their  homes  or  home  grounds.  These 
homes  testify  that  Better  Hom.es  on  Better  Farms  make  life  in  the  country  more 
worthwhile  and  contri’bute  annually  tov/ard  improvement  of  living  conditions  in 
the -country.  Through  this  work  we  are  raising  farm  home  standards  of  "beauty, 
comfort,  culture  and  power.  Dcuhtless  some  of  these  women  and  girls  are 
listening  in  and  to  them  individually  I  extend  greetings  and  commendation  for 
their  earnest  efforts. 


Increasing  the  fam.ily  income  holds  an  important  place  in  home  demonstra¬ 
tion  plans  of  work.  Money-making  activities  are  undertaken  not  for  the  dollar's 
sake  hut  rather  for  the  home's  sake.  Since  it  has  heen  estimated  that  there 
are  in  t  he  U.  S.  about  6-|  miillion  farms  and  that  in  1928-29  the  average  estimatec 
income  per  farm  family  was  less  than$1000.00,  one  can  readily  see  that  extra 
funds  are  needed  to  install  running  water  systems  and  other  labor-saving 
equipment.  Better  q-oality  farm,  home  butter  and  eggs,  increased  supplies  of 
improved  varieties  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables,  high  grade  canned  and 
preserved  foods,  crued  and  smoked  meats,  baskets  made  fromi  native  material, 
braided  and  woven  :-vzs ,  gloves  and  leather  articles  are  among  the  farm  home 
products  that  have  been  standardized  for  home  use  and  for  market.  Returns 
from  these  have  in  Irondreds  of  cases  made  possible  many  improvements  and  have 
increased  the  numbers  of  livable  and  lovable  homes  in  the  coujitry,  T-urning 
the  farm  home  surplus  into  farm,  home  conveniences _  is  enjoyable  and  interesting 
wrork  for  thousands  of  women  and  yaung  girls.  Throughout  the  country  more  pride 
in  the  home  and  home  surroundings  is  apparent  in  counties  where  home  demonstra¬ 
tion  agents  are  emploj^ed.  One  of  the  great  thrills  is  to  hear  a  passing 
stranger  say,  "Who  lives  in  that  lovely  home?  It  is  not  so  much  the  house  as 
the  beautiful  plantings  of  trees  and  shrubs  about  the  place." 

In  literally  thousands  of  homes  attractive  enterprises  have  developed 
and  women  and  girls  every';;here  are  taking  greater  interest  in  learning  to 
utilize  profitably  the  resources  right  at  hand.  In  Clay  Co.,  Ala.,  $30,000 
worth  of  pine  needle  baskets  have  been  made  and  sold  by  farm  women.  In 
Hamilton  Co.,  Tenn.,  between  $4,000  and  $6,000  worth  of  rugs  are  sold  each 
year.  A  great  many  farm  women  add  to  the  family  income  from  $1,000  to  $2,000 
annually  on  the  sale  of  home  poultry  and  dairy  products.  Club  girls  are  add-' 
ing  hundreds  of  dollars  each  year  to  their  go-to-college  fund,  in  addition 
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to  their  contrihut ion  to  the  home.  In  many  States  v;ill  he  foiind  coiinty- 
widc  ■  groups  of  v/omcn  organized  on  a  commodity  basis'  for  the  p'orpose  of 
standardizing  and  marketing  high  quality  home  grown  and 'home  manufactured 
goods,  thereby  securing  both  the  producers'  and  the  manufacturers'  profits 
for  the  farm  home  product.  In  each  member '’s  home  apparently  only  a  small 
amonjit  of  the  viork  may  seem  to  be  done  but  the  output  of  the  entire  group 
equals  quite  a  volume  of  business  that  briaigs  considerable  profit  from 
their  combined  efforts.  Ofjr  women  and  girls  have  just  cause  to  be  proud 
of  their  init  iat  ive '  in  developing  marketable  articles  that  are  individua-1, 
unusual,  and  of  high  quality^'  d'he  secret  of  their  success  is'  standardiza¬ 
tion  and  craftsmanship.,  v/hef-Ler  their'  work  be  with  production  of  improved 
varieties  of  fruits  and  vege-’' j.bles ,  purebred  poultry,  eggs,  butter,  cheese,' 
baskets,  3rags,  gloves,  toolec^  lealher  articles,  rush  bottom  chair  seats, 
feather  fans,  or  other  things  made  of  clay  or  native ’wood.  A  small  group 
pf  v/omen  in  one  Texas  county  supplies'  the  dinihg  service  of  three,  greal 
railroads  with  Sunshine  Marmalade.  In  another  county  61  farm  vroraen  avera,ge 
between  $50  and  $100  per  month  from  their  gardens  and' canned  products.  In 
nearly  50,000  homes  last  year  women  a.nd  girls  used  improved  methods  of 
marketing  the  farm  home  Surplus. 

Our  home  demonstration  agents  are  ready  to  extend  their  services  to 
farm  v/omen  and  girls  in  every  State',  and  to  those  who  have  not  known  of 
home  demonstration  v/ork  up  to  this  time  w£  Offer  our  aid  and  cooperation. 


